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“Are You Being Served?”
Notebooks

THE FOURTEENTH EDITION OF THE

meeting days Verbindingen/Jonctions 1 in December 2013 was
dedicated to a Feminist review of mesh, cloud, autonomous, and DIY
servers. Ubiquitous connectivity, the data web, open technologies,
intelligent applications, machine learning and other Semantic Web
related phenomena have found a place in our daily use of the web.
To stay connected across multiple devices, we have come to expect
unlimited access, provided by companies that traffic large amounts of
data as a result. The necessary infrastructure that is put in place effects
our understanding of place, both virtually and physically and it has
become increasingly difficult to be intimate with the technologies that
we feel familiar with.

MEETING DAYS “ARE YOU BEING SERVED?”

How do we keep a sharp eye on the politics and ethics of hosting
technologies when all so often (paraphrasing the Free Software
Foundation), software is sold as service? The initial outset for “Are You
Being Served?” was to not take server-client relationships for granted.
We questioned what is seemingly commonly understood by terms such
as server, service and hosting and were curious to investigate what
could make current networking technologies into hospitable habitats
for critique, as space for artists and solidarity, teaching and learning.

For the event we put in place certain loose strategies to trigger the
participants’ curiosity and powers of imagination. First of all, social
bodies are important. By making space for meeting people, eating
together and hosting guests at friends’ houses we hoped that sharing
our subjective experiences of physical proximity would enrich the
numerous exchanges that would take place.

Micro-hierarchies grow easily during this kind of event. In an
attempt to prevent this from happening the roles of participants were
continuously switched. Artists, sys-admins, academics and hackers
performed as hosts, dish washers, speakers, themselves, gender aware
human beings, tech specialists or workshop attendees.
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We also distributed the event over several spaces. We assumed
that a daily walk through beautiful Brussels, and exposing participants
to the specific contexts of the (F/LOSS Arts Lab) Variable, the com mu ni -
ty kitchen in former fish market La Poissonnerie, and the view from the
11 th floor of artist initiative w-o-l-k-e (freely translatable from Dutch as
“cloud”) would help sharpen the senses and stimulate creative thinking.

The recurring references to the domestic domain, traditionally a
feminist object of attention, was not accidental. By scrutinising house -
hold vocabulary, contesting the gender-neutrality of domestic and
computing machines we tried to open up the space to discuss the con -
di tions by which serving technologies are, or should be, constructed.

THE CONCEPT OF “NOTEBOOKS”

This publication results from an intense writing and editing process
that was set in motion as a process of collaborative note-taking in real
time, during the event itself. More than eight months later these notes
were rigorously edited during a five-day booksprint. Time allowed for a
fresh reading of the event and for a reworking of the read threads,
thematics and keywords that were to be used. Slides of the talks,
audiovisual documentation, original notes and external links were
crafted into the pages that are assembled here.

Such a working method evokes a content that is richer than just a
straight forward archiving of an event. The relatively long production
period, the individuals who formed the writing team, the non-standard
tools that were applied, they all inform the publication with
supplementary content.

The work of a small organisation such as Constant takes place in
close mutual relation to an international and diverse network of partner
organisations and individuals. “Are You Being Served?” is influenced by
the work of these and others, and in return outcomes are visible in
external events that were organised more recently. In this publication
you will find mention of several of those traces of “Afterlife”.

Ethertoff, the online collaborative editing and publishing platform
that gives shape to the publication, was developed further during the
booksprint, thus fertilizing a cross-breed between writing and coding.
Where the printed PDF allows for linear reading, the website offers
multiple entry points and connections to (re)discover the rich content
of “Are You Being Served?”.

All content is published under a Free Art License. You’re free to
download, distribute, photocopy this book in a violently viral way.

1. Verbindingen/Jonctions is a
multi-disciplinary series of
festivals and working days that
Constant organised between 2000
and 2013. V/J events create a
temporary space for experiment
and knowledge exchange on the
intersection of media, arts and
technologies. Copyleft and
feminist approaches meet
speculative technologies;
theoretical reflection interweaves
with workshops and meetings. 
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Food
DELICIOUS FOOD IS THE SECRET

chemical binding of all encounters. When food is made with love, fresh
organic ingredients and original flavours, the experience of tasting the
food will be worth an exchange between the people who are enjoying it.
During “Are You Being Served?”, food, recipes and all kinds of culinary
knowledge were important topics over lunch, brunch and dinner.

The crew of La Poissonnerie hosted us one evening and served us
food. For them it is a weekly ritual. Every Wednesday they go to the
morning fruit and vegetable market where they collect unsold
ingredients, as in The Gleaners & I, a film by Agnès Varda.

Thanks to Guillaume Bernier and Sunyoung we were provided
with artistic meals in the different venues. Because improvisation and
the momentum are decisive factors in their working process, other
documentation than pictures was not available. Therefore we organised
a second version of the brunch that took place in w-o-l-k-e on the last
meeting day. Eight recipes were printed out and taped above eight
different working posts in the kitchen of De Pianofabriek KWP. Eight
people executed one task at one post, and would go onto a next one.
This allowed for opening up the very intimate process of the cooks,
checking the recipes and exchanging expertise.

  
  
  
 

Participants: Guillaume Bernier,
Sunyoung, La Poissonnerie

Location: Constant Variable,
w‑o‑l‑k‑e, La Poissonnerie, De
Pianofabriek Kunstenwerkplaats,
Recyclart

Tags: fork, host/serve, invisible,
repetitive tasks, resources,
sharing meal, visible

Ingredients: fruits, recipes, spices
, vegetables

Date: 12/12/2013, 13/12/2013,
14/12/2013, 15/12/2013,
09/09/2014

Type of intervention: Food
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SYMPOSIUM LITERALLY MEANS

drinking together. It is practiced on a full stomach and during a
philosophical conversation. In Plato’s time, food would come first and
only then would the guests start drinking together and discuss
philosophical matters. Talking would come with drinking but both
activities would take place only after the shared pleasure of eating.

Women were excluded from symposia as it was just another men-only
ancient Greek activity. But a symposium worthy of its name could only
take place if at least one hetaera was invited. This special category of
women, who were often born in other city-states, was perhaps the only
group of educated women. Hetaeras ate, drank and spoke just like their
male partners. It was their choice to have sex with the men present and
they often did. They were socially differentiated from prostitutes, who
mainly worked in the streets, got paid for sex and were not educated.
Hetaeras acted on their own account according to their own pleasure.
They were also differentiated from wives and mistresses.
As Demosthenes bluntly put it (to say the least): “We have hetaerae for
pleasure, pallakae (mistresses) to care for our daily body’s needs and
gynaekai (wives) to bear us legitimate children and to be faithful
guardians of our households.” In such a society (the cradle of European
culture let’s not forget), symposia were the only event where men’s
pleasure coincided with women’s pleasure. Symposia offered a
liberated space constructed through food, drink and speech —and a lot
of work done by male and female slaves in the background.
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http://simple-mechanisms.com/output/market-swag
http://simple-mechanisms.com/output/hello-bitcoin
http://simple-mechanisms.com/output/wealth-transfer


http://video.constantvzw.org/VJ14/slides/geraldine_wolke2013.pdf


http://vj14.stdin.fr/r/Home_server.md


http://vj14.stdin.fr/r/Home_server.md


http://vj14.constantvzw.org/r/notes::saturday


http://vj14.stdin.fr/r/Calafou.md
http://video.constantvzw.org/%E2%80%8BVJ14/%E2%80%8Bslides/%E2%80%8Bmarthe/%E2%80%8Bhome-is-a-server/%E2%80%8Bhomeisaserver-script.pdf
http://video.constantvzw.org/%E2%80%8BVJ14/%E2%80%8Bslides/%E2%80%8Bmarthe/%E2%80%8Bhome-is-a-server/%E2%80%8Bserver-wiki-act1.pdf
http://video.constantvzw.org/%E2%80%8BVJ14/%E2%80%8Bslides/%E2%80%8Bmarthe/%E2%80%8Bhome-is-a-server/%E2%80%8Bserver-wiki_act2.pdf
http://video.constantvzw.org/%E2%80%8BVJ14/%E2%80%8Bslides/%E2%80%8Bmarthe/%E2%80%8Bhome-is-a-server/%E2%80%8Bserver-wiki-act3.pdf
http://video.constantvzw.org/%E2%80%8BVJ14/%E2%80%8Bslides/%E2%80%8Bmarthe/%E2%80%8Bhome-is-a-server/%E2%80%8Bserver-wiki-act4.pdf
http://video.constantvzw.org/%E2%80%8BVJ14/%E2%80%8Bslides/%E2%80%8Bmarthe/%E2%80%8Bhome-is-a-server/%E2%80%8Bserver-wiki-act5.pdf
http://video.constantvzw.org/%E2%80%8BVJ14/%E2%80%8Bslides/%E2%80%8Bmarthe/%E2%80%8Bhome-is-a-server/%E2%80%8Bhomeisaserver.pdf


http://vj14.stdin.fr/r/Calafou.md
http://erg.be/
http://networkedsocial.constantvzw.org/
http://interface3.be/
http://calafou.org/
https://n-1.cc/pages/view/1670475/eng-lelacoders-presentation


http://youtube.com/embed/xWrbAmtZuGc
http://youtube.com/embed/Our2rVz5b6c
http://corralautopia.blogspot.be/p/puerta-puerta.html
http://vj14.constantvzw.org/r/notes::thursday


http://fr.wikipedia.org/%E2%80%8Bwiki/%E2%80%8BMouvement_des_Indign%C3%A9s


http://afectadosporlahipoteca.com/
http://calafou.org/


http://guifi.net/
http://goteo.org/
http://spacebank.org/
https://hackerspace.be/
http://guifi.net/


http://neutrinet.be/
https://n-1.cc/%E2%80%8Bpages/%E2%80%8Bview/%E2%80%8B1670475/%E2%80%8Beng-lelacoders-presentation
http://donestech.net/
http://vimeo.com/user8966514


http://vj14.stdin.fr/r/Locations.md
http://video.constantvzw.org/VJ14/slides/spideralex_1.odp
http://video.constantvzw.org/VJ14/slides/spideralex_2.odp
http://video.constantvzw.org/VJ14/slides/spideralex_3.odp


http://vj14.stdin.fr/r/Locations.md
http://interface3.be/
http://recyclart.be/


http://variable.constantvzw.org/
http://poissons.rueduprogres.be/


http://w-o-l-k-e.be/
http://pianofabriek.be/


http://vj14.stdin.fr/r/Credits.md


http://vj14.stdin.fr/r/Credits.md




http://areyoubeingserved.constantvzw.org/AreYouBeingServed.pdf
http://areyoubeingserved.constantvzw.org/


http://vj14.stdin.fr/r/participants.md
http://osp.kitchen/tools/ethertoff/


http://vj14.stdin.fr/r/participants.md









